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This paper discusses the administration of a modified mersionof
4

thetpindlers' Instrumental Actiftties Inventory in 1970 to 153
4 , 4

Inuit ( Eskimo) schoolchildren in two Eastern'CaBadian Arctic settle-

merits, Frobisher Bay and Pangnirtung ( Northwest Territories).
4

Response patterns suggest that Inuit girls are more strongly influenced

0 ..by Eurocanadian role Models than are Inuit boys, but since the

statistical significance of this finding depends on the categories

( "modern", 'transitional", or "traditional") by which the roles

are classified, further testing ( including eliciting of native

evaluations and classifications of the roles) and expansion of the

4
number and types of roles are recommended..

If

.4*
4

Topics: psychological anthropology, .sex roll* identity, child socialization,
projective testing, Arctic urbanization
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This paper discusses the assessment of role identity of Inuit ( Eskim0 )

schoolchildren uqing a research technique called the Instrumental Activities

Inventory. This technique was first'developed by George,and Louise Spindj.er for

study of the "perceptual and cognitive dimensioni" of the.accOturation patterns

of the.BloodIndians of Alberta, Canada ( 1965: 314). I administered 'a modified

version Of this inventory to 153 Canadian Inuit children itThe. spring of 1970

( McElroy 1973: 318-353). The present r9port will evaluate the use of the

"inveintory (- to be referred to as(the IAI) in terms of problems of administration,

interpretation of results, and suggestions for improvement of the technique in

further studies bf children's role identity and vocatiOtral aspirations.

Administration c1 the IAI to children living in iwo Baffi4 Island communities,

Frobisher Bay and Pangnirtung ( for location see figures 1 and 2), was one

technique used in a study of child socialization patterns among town-living Inuit

groups ( McElroy 1972). The reseach(CovereA fourteen months of field study

between 1967 and 1971.
1
lApproximately 50'ot the 2,100 residents of Frobisher Bay

01971 census) are dearendants ff people historically identified as Nugumiutr

Ocomiut, Akuliarmiut, and other Central Eskimo groups ( Boas 1964: 13-36),, The

remainder of Frobisher Bay's population includes southern Canadians of diverse

jackgrounds and ethnicity ( Eurocanadians, native Canadians, Europeans, Catibbean

islanders, Africans, and southwest Asians). Frobisher Bay is a rapidly growing

center of transportation, administration, medical services, and education on

Baffin Island ( for a full description of the development of Frobisher Bay,

see Honigmann and Honigmann 1965). In March of 1921, 17Z of the Inuit males.

and 31% of the Inuit feMales aged 16-65 were wage employed in Frobisher Bay;

aveilage annual income per Inuit househciid was $ 6,590 ( per capita, $ 1,032).

Pangnirtung is a smaller and more isOlate'd community; whereas Frobisher

Bay's settlement began in the 1940's with construction of an air force base,
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it, was only after 1v66',/when an epicmic reduced the dog population, that large-

*

numbers of Oqomiut of the Cumber191 Sound region were settled ink Pangnirtung.
tit* -/

The village Ras a populatiod of about 650, -92% of the residents Inuit. My survey

showed that in 1969, 27% of all males in the community be ep 15 4nd 65 were
-

employed full-time, and 40% of all households had one.or more.indiv duals

( including women) employed either full-time or on t ,,lakeady part-time.hasis.
0;11

. The average annual income per 'Inuit household in Pangnirtung in 1969 was $ 3,366

(-per capita $ 5313. -

Study of the socialization and role identity development of Inuit children
vli-' ,

and adplescents duriAg initial field trips in the summers of 1t467 and 1969 involved
,

1-

cie
,,

standarthnographic techniques. I lived with three Inuit families, accompanying
..'

c..io

.

%
of-them.to hunting camps. In town, I interviewed teachers,"'community leaders,

.
.. ...,_

, .

adolescents, and parents ofyoung children. One-of the most)intriguing observations

was that the training of young boys within thenuclear famt y and extended kidship

networks emphasiged the traditional land-based subsistence skills to a greater

extent than d id/ the training of girls. Similarly, participant observation of the

life of young adults made' me aware of considerable divergence in the attitudes of

young men and women toward iurocanadian values, life-styles, and employment or

education ( McElroy 1971). Young women were clearly more interested in lollowing

Eurocanadian roje modelt. I decided that assessdent of role model preferences

with a projective technique would yield some measure of the ignpact of this

differential socialization upon children's aspirations.

Review of the literature relatively little use of projective

techniques with Arctic populations. Ferguson's analysit ( Honigmann 1962: 34)

of nine Rorschach protocols collected by John J. Honigmann in Great Whale River,

Eastern Canada, indicated a meager number of determinants with ,F (form) predomfnant

and a high percentage of animal and anatomical content. The restricted quality

onn5!



the responses suggests that the Rorschach may be a difficult technique to use

z3fkh Inuit. Preston ( 1964) studied the personality structure of northwest

"Alaskan Inuit with measures of intelligence ( three performance subtests of the

Wechslerl, the Rorschach, Draw-A-Person test, anchthe Thematic Apperception Test

(TAT). The TAT was a particularly difficult test to ,administer and to interpret;

there were language barriers and subjects were negative o5 confused about the

task. Berry's studies ( 1966, 1969) of Baffin Island Inuit performance on tests of

spatial ability and visual discrimination indicate interesting relationships'

between cognitive style, ecological factors, and socialization modalities.

Parker's study ( 1964) of ethnic identity in two Alaskan villages used an original

projective teqbnique involving five pictures "designed to elicit stories relevant

to ethnicethnic identity" ( ibid.: 326). The cards were shown to young people, whose

stories were analyzed in terms of attitudes toward" ethnic identity ( with variables

such as presence' or absence of hostility, inter-ethnic social/distance, intra-ethnic

social distance, degree of attraction to symbols of western society, etc.)

( ibid.: 332-333). While Parkees study provided a valuable method for assessing

attitudes toward ethnicitj, my research problem required a projective technique

which would tap attitudes toward socioeconomic roles per se. Tt)e Instrumental L
Activities Inventory was a promising technique for this purpose, and in the autumn

of-1969, while living in Pangnirtung, I airanged for a modified version of the

test to be drawn by a local artist.

Description and rationale of the IAI

The Instrumental Activities Inventory was devised by Gaorge and Louise Spindler

as a projective technique which was ( in contrast to the Rorschachor Thematic

Apperception Test) unambiguous and useful in yielding data on perception of socio-

environmental realitieS ( Spindler and Spindler 1965: 314). The inventory

consisted of 24 line drawings, each depicting a male engaged in one type of

(1(11f
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"instrunintal.acttyity",(,:as medicine ician, Priest, mechdnic, farmer, boxer, rope

rider, cook, politician, doctor, bartenderi forMal chief-maker, and,so on).
i7 *

/ ,s" ; 1

Instrumental activities were defined as "those activities that an individual

.
,

engages in for the achievement and maintenapce_of a life style and status in the

la

social groups of which he is a member, or aspires to be a member (fbid.: 312).
a

The cards We're Shown to males and females ranging in age from 18 to 87. ResPon-

dents were asked by the Spindlers to choose at least three petures which they

Valued most highly and an equal number which they disliked the most.''Female

4
respondents were asked to choose. what they would like their soils or husbands

( deipending on -age and family statue) to 'do" ( ibid.: 319). Free association

to the pictures was encouraged... ti

In choosing the IkTas an appropriate technique for the study of role

identification, I decided to haveithe Bards depict female as well as male roles

S
and to include only tho'se instrumento:1 activities which were visible as models

to the children in the, two communities being studied. ,Limits of time and finances,

required that only 24 pictures be prepared,, so that each subject was shown a

set of 12 cards appropriate to his or her gender' identity. it,
Pilot teiring in Pangnirtung in early winter of 1970 indicated that testing

of adults would be difficult; interpreter services wOuld"be required and some

individuals misunderstood the intent of my inquiries, believing either that I

WAS offering them jobs or that I could influence local administrators regarding

vocational training or employment opportunities. The people of Pangnirtung had

never been exposed to projeCtive tests ( or for that matter, to anthropologists,

since the time of Boas), and it was difficult to elicit cooperation even from

those adults I knew best. Therefore I decided to test only schoolchildren,

although the pictures depicted adults at work. The principal of the Pangnirtung
9

school gave me permission to hive the inventory to a representative sample of
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each age level. I selected 45 girls and 45 boys from a total number of 124. children

enrolled in school in grades 1 througk 5, agei 8 to 17. Seleotion from the class

rolls, for 196t1-1969 and 1969-1970 enabled me to choose .samples of childredbwith

high and low attendance, those at advanced, average, and retarded age-grade4evels,

and those with and without hunting absences during the school term during the

previousOyear. I-distributed a statement to the teachers explainIng the purpose

r

of,the project. Similar preliminary procedures were carried out the following

month in Frobisher Bay, following completion of testing in Pangnirtung in

March of 1970:
,s

,

A 'Local, semi-prOfeisioal Inuit artist
)
was contracted to draw the 24 cards.

,t
0

I prepared a short description of each picture and an Inuit woman translated-the

descriptions into syllabics ( the Eastern Arctic writing system) as instructiont

for thethe artist. In order to control for factors of quality and style, my plan

was to have all the pictures drawn by a single Inuk, The artist decided to go

on a hanting trip after completing six of the pictures, however, and pressures

of time required the services of a number of artists ( some Inuit, some Eurocanadian

to complete the series.
1

The pictures represent three categories of roles: modern, transitional,

and contact-traditional ( see, figures 3 through 7 for copies of the pictures,

greatLy reduced in size. The originals are 8" x 11"). During the test

"-
administration, the pictures were randomly ordered Pein react to category and

were shown in the same sequence to each subject. The categories are defined as

iollows and are represented by the following roles:

S

I. Modern: occupations and activities presently moopolized by Eurocanadians
but open to Inuit with spetialized training or advanced education

Male roles: doctor, teacher, radio operator, office clerk

Female roles: nurse, teacher, radio announcer, secretary

( 1 n
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II. Transitional: occupations and actiiiit,tid-currentl,y representative of town
Inuit of moderate or htgh levels of acculturition; generally learned by
on-the-job training or .through adult education prOgrams

s,

Male roles: airplane mechanic, construction worker, store clerk, catechist -
(layogeseyee", lay preacher).

Female roles: cook, post office clerk, store clerk, Housewife

III. Contact-traditiondr: roles characteristic -of either town - based or land-based
Inuit which do Rot require formal education, bilingualism, and do not involve
wage earning ( although piece waft 9r sale of products may be involved)

Male roles:- hunter with rifle, spear hunter,- carver, fisherman
Female roles: small-game hunter, skin worker, seamstress, tent-wife

The children were tested individually, coming to a testing room in pairs

during regular school hoirs. The same instructions and explanations were given

to each child, that the pictures showed different kinds of work a person could do

in the North and that the child should sort out the cards accordihg to whether

he thought he might be interested or not interested in that type of work when he

grew up ( or finished school, in the case of older subjects).
2

No limit was put

on the number of choices, and the subject was assured that he was not taking a

test with right or wrong answers or choosing an actual job, and that his chjices

would not commit-him in his future. After sorting the 12 cards appropriate'to

his or her sex according/to the initial "like-dislike" task ( unlimited choice

task), the child was then asked to choose the one card which showed the type of

I

work which most interested him ( limited choice task). Instructions.yere initially

given in English. If the child was willing to sort the cards but appeared uncertain

about the procedure, 1 read a set of instructions in simple Inutitut which an

assistant had prepared for me.3

Of thOse 90 children chosen from class rolls in each settlement, it was

necessary to delete the responses of 11 subjects from Pangnirtung and 15 froM

Frobisher Bay, leaving a sample of 41 girls and 37 boys, aged 9 to 17, from

Pangnirtung, and 35 girls and 40 boys, aged 8 to 16,efrom Frobisher Bay.4

'I- (1()(9
,
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Subjects were deleted who did not understand the testing_Rrocedure, refused to

take the test, or imitated a partner's choices. Thd sample; therefore `is skewed

in the sense that it represents the attitudes and orieptattons of those children

who were amenable to being tested or those who Cavld Understand enough English-

( or Inutitut as spoken by a foreigner) to comprehend the instructions. Inthat

sense, the validity of the responses is confined to internal contrast and 27
/5 '

vatiatton. We can analyze differences in male and female response patterns within

this particular sample ( representing 63% of the Pangnirtug school population

and 277 of that of FrobisherBay), but it is not possible to generalize to the

large* population becftuse the sample is -not fully representative.

Results' and
f.0

interpretat con

Tabled; land 2 give the distribution of unlimited and limited choices by

settlement and sex of reSpondents. Male responses indicate that occupatiods

trringing or steady) viages.and high prestige in the local setting ( stare

clerk, construction worker, irplane mechanic) are_preferred over traditional-

subsistence activities, which in turn are generally preferred over Tart-time work

( carver, Oitechist) and overt occupations requiring long -term education ( doctor,

office clerk, teacher). While hunter with rifle is given a Onsistpntly,high

ranking in both teaks ( the 3rd highest frequency'and equal io construction

worker in the limited choice task), this role is considerably less popular than

construction worker in.terms.of frequency in tht unlimited che.ige task ( 41 persons

choosineconstructIon worker as-one of the kinds of work they would like, 23

choosing hunter). It is interesting to see that catechist or "ayogeseyee" ( lay

preacher), a position of considerable power and prestige in the communities,

moves from 9th'rank in free choice to 5th rank in limited choice. Wages and
0-

prestige are strongly competing factors in the choices of these boys and

adolescents.

1)010



The outstanding pattern of female responses ( Table 2) is that work occupa-
,

tions,are preferred over domestic roles, and traditional, activities Ae'least

preferred. However, the role of Seninstreas, both traditionallyland presently

a source of prestige for an Inuit woman ( and currently a sourca, f intone for

adolescents in the settlements) has second rink. Although the role of modern

housewife and mother wits chosen by 5d% of the subjects in the unlimited choice'

task, only 1 out of 76 gttls chose the housewife role in the limited choice tas154

putting that role onalank level with small game hunter ( an activity characteris-
q A

tic of middle-aged Inuit women, particularly in Pangnirtung, who gp On foot into

No
the hills surrounding the settlement in groups of 2 or 3 to huntlor ptarmigan

and hare with rifles)._

In order to test_the significance of the differences betWeen the two settle- ,4

ments and between the sex groups, the' cards were grouped into three acculturatoive

categories and the frequency of responses by category tested by the chi square

method. The distribution of frequencies and percentages, of responses by category

ti

is'given in Table 3.

Combining male and female responses, there were no significant differences

between the frequencies of the total samples from eath settlement ( X2 * 2.69

in unlimited choice condition; X 2 = 3.60 in limited choice). This indicates

that aqhough Pangnirtung children have lived in town for a much shorter period

of time than have Frobisher Bay children, they haVe developed similar patterns of

role'Adentification. On the basis of the lack of significant differences between

the-settlement , we are able to compare the total male sample with the total

female sample. DifferenCes between males and females in the unlimited choice

condition are significant at greater than the --.,001 level ( X2 = 21.15) and in 'the

limitecrchtice situation, significant between the .01 and .001 level of probability .

( c2 = 12.325). While the highest percentages of responses for both sexes arein



the transitional category, in both settlements a greater percentage of females than

males chose those cards classified in the modern category.

Differences between the sexes in the Frobisher Bay sample for the unlimited

=choice situation are significant beyond the .001 level ( X2 - 19.66) and in the

Pangairtung dample, at the .05 level ( X2 = In the traditional category,
o

the percentage of female responses exceeds male responses in the Rangnirtung
,

sample and is equal to male responses in the total 'sample. Clearly, the area .7U

greatest divergence in role identification of boys and girls is-between the
A

modern and transitional: categories rather than between the traditional and

transitional roles. The test responses suggest that, with the exception,of the

popular seamstress role, the girls are identifying with roles which until

recently have been filled in the settlements primarily by Eurocanadian women or,

in the case of jobs such as store clerk, by InuIt acid Eurocanadian men. Comparison

of responses by.age group showed asignificant difference between younger ( 8-11)

and older ( 12 -17Y -males at the .05 level, younger boys choosing modern roles

more frequently than older boys. There was no significant difference between

age groups in the girls' responses. Tests of significance of response frequencies

f groups with high and low attendance, advanced, average, or retarded age-grade

levels,
5 and hunting absences/ no Minting absences showed that these variables

were unreliable indicators of role orientation.

Problems of interpretation

The most serious methodological probtem is that of. the classification of the

roles into categories. No attempt was made to see how Inuit children or adults

might have grouped the cards. Ohe Arctic ethnologist was asked to sort the

;,

pictures withopt knowledge of my classifications; the result wa3 that 9cards

were grouped differently. Four roles which I had classified as transitional
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vs,

were considered by this expert to be modern roles, while two of the roles in my

'modern categorization were considered to be transitional. The other three

discrepancies were similar shifts between the transitional and traditional

categories.

The most crucial pictures in terms of validity of categories and the

weighting of di6tribution.by category are airplane mechanic for boys and seamstress

and store clerk for girls. I classified airplane mechanic as a role currently

open to Inuit. In both settlements, Inuit men are employed to service airplanes,

learning the routine of maintenance by on-the-job training, and this-kind of

job is open to Eurocanadians but not monopolized by them. But if the majority

of respondents perceived the card as representing an airplane pilot rather than

a maintenance crewman ( although commercial pilots in the two settlements usually

wear uniforms and are not frequently seen on the wing of a plane with wrench in

hand), then the distribution of male responses in Table 3 would be very different.

The total unlimited choice frequencies would be, by category, modern: 98,

transitional: 104, and traditional: 97, a far more even distribution than at

present. Frequencies for highest preference choices would be modern: 30,

transitional: 32, and traditional: 16.

If seamstress were reclassified as a transitional role, and female store

clerk placed into the traditional category ( as suggested by the consultant), the

distribution of female responses would be in unlimited choice, modern: 119,

transitional: 139, and traditional: 102; in limited choice, modern: 26,

transitional: 26, and traditional: 25. Thus reclassification of these three

very popular cards, airplane mechanic, seamstress, and female store clerk, would

lead to a very similar distribution of responses by category for male and female

subjects. Certainly the differences between the responses of the sex groups

would be statistically nonsignificant.

0,1 3
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The'-major justification of the present categories is that the cards were

classified according to three criteria based on observations in the settlements

in 1969 and 1970: a) the degree of education and bilingual ability required to

carry out the instrumental activity; b) the extent to which Inuit role models

of the instrumental activity were present in the communities; and c) the extent

to which the jobs were monopolized by Eurocanaaians. While these criteria may

satisfactorily justify the classification for the purpose of the study, there is

some question as to whether identity processes .per se are tapped by such a

procedure.

In analyzing differences between age groups, it became apparent that the

significant differences between boys aged 8-11 ( who chose a higher frequency of

t

modern cards,than expected) and those agad 12-17 could be interpreted in several

ways. ,,Aliewed cross-sectionally, it is possihie that boys aspire to Eurocanadian

roles'lead-as they grow older and become less interested in obtaining the

education required for such positions. From a historical perspective, it is

possible that the older boys identified at an early age with the transitional

male roles which were available to Ihdit men in the settlements in the early

1960's and late 1950's, whereas ytounger boys have the opportunity to identify

at the present time with Inuit men who hod positions as teachers and classroom

assistants, office workers and radio operators. In the case of a role such as

A
doctor, a popular choice for younger boys ( 11 chose this card, while only 3 of

the older boys did), Inuit models have not been available. This would be an

example of Eurocanadian influence on the boys' aspirations. Older boys would be

more_likely to have been hospitalized in the south Or treatment of tuberculosis

than younger boys, who are now treated locally with chemotherapy. Perhaps the

role of doctor is more negatively perceived by boys who have had unpleasant

hospital experiences. Unless a method for eliciting free associations to the

ti() 1 4
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cards were established, it is difficult indeed to know what factors influence a

child to accept or to reject, the roles depicted in the cards.

A third problem involved saupling procedures. Selection of sAjects from

the class attendance books initially allowed a balanced representation by criteria

of attendance, age-grade retardation level, and absences for the purpose of

accompanying family members on hunting trips or early moves to hunting camps in

late spring. Loss of subjects due to lack of cooperation, as well as difficulties

in finding satisfactory substitutes, effected an inbalanced representation of

these categories for female subjects and for the Frobisher Bay sample as a whole.

In the case of girls, there was a negative correlation beiween high attendance,

advanced age-grade level, and cooperation in taking the eest. Ip addition,

many of those children scheduled for testing because they were representatives

of the high-absenteeism category ( based on the previous year's records) were

never in school to be tested!

Suggestions for further research

I recommend that the present set of cards be expanded to 48 pictures,

24 for each sex group. All but three of the cards ( catechist, tent wife, and

housewife) presently depict occupations or subsistence activities, while the

Spindlers' series represent a broader range of status-maintenance roles, sansioq

of the number and range of stimuli should be done in consultation with Inuit

assistants, who could provide classifications into categories based on their

own perceptions of important types of traditional, transitional, and modern

roles. All cards should be drawn by a single artist to control for factors of

style. A

The problem of an Inuk's anxiety in being tested alone might be solved

by training an Inuit classroom assistant to give the test in Inutitut. The
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cards might be used more as a Orojectj.ve technique and less
41 a sorting technique

,byeficiting stories about the individUals in the pictures. Alternatively,

,--

one might,ask the subjects to comment on the pictures in a generalized manner;

e.g., by asking "Which of these cards show work which Inuit boys would ltke to ,

do when they finish school ?" or "It this,agood job? Would Inuit boys lik this
. I

kind of work?" A standardized sect of questions following completion of choices

. would allow children to name the role as they perceived it and to give evaluative

responses to the stimulus. Ranking of the cards. by subjects would Solve some of

the statistical problems,engendered by the variaitility in number of choices,

and testing of all available children rather than awing up samples would help

compensate for loss,of subjects. Allowingsubjects to respond to all cards,

both male and female roles, in terms of a generalized question such as "is this

a good job for an Inuk to do?" might yield interesting results. If the figures

in the pictures had ambiguous ethnic affiliations rather than being clearly

Inuit ( although the present cards vary as to how definitely the main figure

is an Inuk), one of the sorting tasks might be to ask.the child to put the

4.

pictures into piles according to which ethnic group usually ( always, sometimes,

I
rarely, never, etc.) did that kind of work. One of the ways that Inuit adults

structure their choices, rationalize their decisions, and socialize their

children is to classify behrioral styles, roles, mterial goods, recreational

styles, food, and many other components into one of two systems, Inutitut

or Kadlunatitut ( white man's way). Focusing on ethnicity rather than role
t u .

)preference Per se in using the modified
,

LAI might yield interesting results;;
1

although the issue of ethnic relations in the community is a sensitive one

at the present.

My inability to get parents of die subjects to respond to the inventory

was the most disappointing aspect of the study. Comparison of children's

4
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respons40 with parental perceptions of instrumental activities would be an

invaluable addition to tKe data. However, the issue of whether it is feasible

to use such a techniue vith Inuit should be considered. Inuit adults are not

used to taking tests and they dislike questionnaires. They become characteristic-

ally withdrawn in most situations structured as official queries, even when

intrepreters are present. Some of the schoachildren responded well, but those

most needed for a balanced samples ( adolescents, students at an advanced age-

k
grade level and girls with high attendance) were among those subjects who gave

1

minimal cooperation and brief responses.

In summary, the Instrumental Activities Inventory is a research technique

7f
unquestionable value in the study of ideatity dynamics in communities

undergoing acculturation processes.- Whether it is a technique which can be

profitably used with children, or with adults who for political or psychological

reasons are not receptive to testing, is an issue which should be probed through

experimentation with various kinds of eliciting techniques, a larger number of

role choices, and a more open-endea series of tasks.

(1 () 1 7
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2. The teX'i\,of the instruction to female subjects is as follows:

"These are some pictures which show women working. Some of he women

have jobs; this girl ( first cardhas a job in a store. Some of the women

are,- working in their homes; this ot* is a housewife. She has children and

a husband and here she is making palowak ( bannock) for her family. These

pictures show many kinds of work that a woman could do in the North. Now I

want you to look at all these pictures and think about what you would like to

do when you get older, when you finish school. If you iike the work'in any

of these pictures, put their icture here. lc you don't like the work, put the

picture there. This is not a test. You can choose as many as you like. If

you choose a picture, it does not mean you have to do that work when you are

older. It just helps me know what you are interested in. You can choose more

than one picture. Maybe you would like to have a job and be a housewife also.

That is okay. Maybe you are interested in many kinds of work. You can choose

only,one, if you wish, or two, or four, or more, as many as you like. Do you

understand? ( if negatiice, explain again). Allright, look at the cards and if

you like the work in the picture, put the card on this side, and if you don't

like the work, put the card on that side."

After the cards had been sorted, I asked each Object to point to the pile

of cards which showed work whip' she likpd in order to check my fcoring. I

put aside the disliked cards and asked.the subject to "choose thePthree you

like the best" from the remaining pile if tl were more than four cards.,

Frpa the three, I asked the subject to "choose the kind of work you would like

,,b4st of all". If there were only four or less cards from the initial srting,

I said "now choose the kind of work you would like best of all."

The text of the instructions to male subjects was as follok/s:

"These aro some pictures which show men working. These are some of

the jobs which men can do in the North. Look at these pictures and think

about the ,kind of work you would like to do when you are older, when you

finish school. Look at each picture and think if you would like to do that

job. If you like the work, put the picture here. If you don't like the work,

put the picture there. You can choose more than one picture. This man works

with airplanes, and this man is a hunter. If you wanted to, you could do both

jobs at different times. So you can choose as inany as you like. You can

choose only one, or two, or four, or more, as many as you wish. This is not

a test. This is just to help me see what you are interested in doing. If you

choose a picture, it does not mean you have to do that work when you get older,

and it does not mean I can get that job for you. This is just to help the
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teachers and schools knoW what the boys are interested in. Do yoy understand?
( if negative, explain again). Allright, go ahead. Look atlag.cards and if
you like the work in'the picture, put the card or this side, and if you doret
Me- the work, put the cal,,on that side."

After the boy had sorted the cards, I follo+d the same procedure outlined 4

above 'in terms of checking which pile reprtAsenited the work that the child liked
and in narrowing the preferences down to one 'best choice%

11

L-
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1

3. Instructions given to the children in Inutitut may be translated as follows:
im.

"In these pictures, some Inuit women ( or mgi) arelmrking. Look at
I

the pictures. When you are older-( "become large" you will. work.

Think about what kind of work yOtwould like'to when you are older.
This is a game. You do not have to do thislwork when you are older.
If you like the work inthe-pkcture,put the picture here. If you
do not Ulm the work, put the picture there.1Do you understand?
( After sorting, "which three do you like thebest? Which kind of
work do yeril like the very best?" ) "

''',.
i II

1 .--1

4. The testing process in Pangnfrtung began with'seriduadifficulties. I had

planned fj each child to come Wthe testing area alone, land this was fr htening
even for the 12 year old girls who were the first to be tested. The first subject
sat hunched over, her eyes dawn. She flipped thrOugh the cards quickly, put
them down on the table, and skid softly, "atchiw" ( "I don't know"). I explained
the proceduptagain.,, She shook her head and said "ayunarktok" ( "it's too

--_hard" or "1 fi"in' helped"). I asked if she understood what/I was asking
her to do; she said that she did but that she was afraid ("kisiani kapiaShupunga"
The second subject responded the same way, and Tbegan to wonder whether the

1

project would be a failure. My solution at he time was to allow children to
come fo the testing room two at a time, with full acknowledgement of the
possibility of peer influence. Subjects who game responses id tical to those

froM the sampleiL of a 1 thelirgiven Ay partners were of course deleted. 'aubj s

tested, 44% of the 'sales and .417. of the females were secoftd-ord partners.
12% of the males and 18% of the females were solitaries. Ohly 23% of the
second-order males and 67. of the second-order females chose the same card as
did their first -order partner 0 the.highest preference task.

Ideally, the children should have been tested alone, but itA4vmy gpinioh
that the degree of inhibition and withdrawal world have been so great that a
highly unrepresentative sample would have resultedmconsisting of those few
children who were not intimidated by the test and Vho were willing to take it
alone ( altogether 6 in Pangnirtung and 17 in Frobisher Bay).

Another problem in Pangnircung concerned the 8'year old group, most of
whom could not cope with the testing situation and could not dilcriminate among
the cards, It was necessary to delete thiS age group from the sample, although
in Frobisher Bay the 8 year olds performed adequately.

,

5. Subjects were classified as being at-an advanced age-grade level if ey--

were more than 12 months younger than the average age of theichildren in that
grade in each settlement. If more than 12 months older than the mean age,
they were classified in a retarded age-grade level. This classification is
based on an index of performaace in School developed by John and Irma Honigmann
( 1970) 1.6 a study of adaptation in the Western Arctic town of Inuvik.

9
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